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Purpose 
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) mandates that the Southwest Louisiana Regional Planning 
Commission (SWLA-RPC), referenced hereafter as the "Lake Charles Metropolitan Planning Organization” or 
“LCMPO", annually publish a listing of federally funded obligated projects. 
 
The federal Metropolitan Planning statute states: 

“An annual listing of projects, including investments in pedestrian walkways and bicycle 
transportation facilities, for which Federal funds have been obligated in the preceding year shall be 
published or otherwise made available by the cooperative effort of the State, transit operator and 
metropolitan planning organization for public review. The listing shall be consistent with the 
categories identified in the TIP (Transportation Improvement Plan).” 

 
The annual list provides a record of project delivery for the previous federal fiscal year. This report will list all 
transportation projects authorized between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025. The list circulation also 
strives to increase public recognition of government expenditure on transportation projects. As applied in this 
document, the list heading “Obligated Federal Funds” means that a project has received federal commitment for 
reimbursement and does not necessarily mean that the project was initiated or completed in that year or 
indicate the total cost of that project. 
 
This document is available for download on the SWLA RPC website at https://mpo.planswla.com/. 

https://mpo.planswla.com/
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Background 
Metropolitan areas with a 
50,000 plus population can 
be designated a Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO), 
qualifying for federal highway 
and transit funding.  
 
With a population of more 
than 150,000 (defined by the 
2020 U.S. Census), the study 
area for the Lake Charles 
Urbanized Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
(LCMPO) includes the 
municipalities of Lake 
Charles, Sulphur, Westlake, 
Iowa and a portion of 
unincorporated areas of 
Calcasieu Parish, such as 
Moss Bluff, Carlyss, and Gillis. 
(Figure 1). The greater 
surrounding geographic area 
is henceforth referred to as 
Lake Charles Metropolitan 
Planning Area (LCMPA) 
(Figure 2). 
 
LCMPO has the responsibility 
for planning, programming, 
and coordinating federal-aid 
transportation investments 
within the Lake Charles 
Urbanized Area, and the 
SWLA-RPC serves as the 
organization’s fiscal agent. 
 
LCMPO is statutorily 
mandated to assess the 
transportation needs and 
deficiencies of the region 
with direction from public officials and citizens, along with representatives from federal, state and local planning 
departments. One of the primary tasks is to carry out the metropolitan transportation planning process that 
guides investment in the regional transportation system. As established by federal regulation, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP) “…shall include both long-range and short-range strategies/actions that lead to the 
development of an integrated, multimodal, transportation system that facilitates the safe and efficient 
movement of people and goods in addressing current and future transportation demand.” (23 CFR 450.422, 
Federal Register May 27, 2016). 
 

 
Figure 1. Lake Charles MPO 2020 Census Urbanized Area 

 
Figure 2. Lake Charles MPO Metropolitan Planning Area 
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The planning process produces a suite of federally mandated documents that guide investment: the long-range 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), which programs the 
implementation of specific projects to address the identified issues and needs, and the annual Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP). 
 
Adoption of the MTP is the initial step towards the implementation of a transportation project. Following formal 
adoption of the plan, a project can be programmed for design, right-of-way acquisition, or construction in the 
short-range Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which identifies funding sources and the estimated 
amount of funding to be used. The TIP is a management tool for implementing the projects programmed in the 
MTP. The projects in the TIP move towards implementation once the funds are obligated to them. 
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Summary of Federally Obligated Projects 
A total of $245,179,600 was federally obligated in FY 2025 for 40 transportation projects. Of this, $243,202,600 
(99.9%) was for highway/bridge projects and $1,977,000 (0.1%) for transit projects. 
 
Table 1. List of Obligated FY2025 Highway/Bridge Projects 

 
Table 2 Transit Project Listings in the FY2023-26 TIP

 




